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03 On the Politicization of Contemporary Arab Shia Ulama

Abstract  The politicization of Arab Shia Ulama has undergone a gradual process of evolution.
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries the Shia Ulama in the Middle East showed unprecedented politi—
cal enthusiasm. In the late 1950s and early 1960s impacted by secularization the survival crisis of
Ulama and the growing of sectarian political crisis Shia Ulama began to actively participate in politics.
Two Iraqi Shia holy cities Najaf and Karbala are bases of their politicization. Through “Najaf Net-
work” and Shirazyyin the politicization of Arab Shia Ulama has been achieved which has also exerted
multiple influences.
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in Yemen has increasingly shown diversification and radicalization. The rise of political Islam move-
ments will have an important impact on present-day Yemeni national reconstruction. Despite the current
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