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03 On the Politicization of Contemporary Arab Shia Ulama

Abstract  The politicization of Arab Shia Ulama has undergone a gradual process of evolution.
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries the Shia Ulama in the Middle East showed unprecedented politi—
cal enthusiasm. In the late 1950s and early 1960s impacted by secularization the survival crisis of
Ulama and the growing of sectarian political crisis Shia Ulama began to actively participate in politics.
Two Iraqi Shia holy cities Najaf and Karbala are bases of their politicization. Through “Najaf Net-
work” and Shirazyyin the politicization of Arab Shia Ulama has been achieved which has also exerted
multiple influences.
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Abstract Along with its nation-state building process Yemeni political Islamic movement has
undergone a transition from the dissident of regime to a political participant. Political Islamic movement
in Yemen has increasingly shown diversification and radicalization. The rise of political Islam move-
ments will have an important impact on present-day Yemeni national reconstruction. Despite the current
political crisis in Yemen continued couple with the rapid development of radical political Islamic
movement represented by Houthi Forces Yemen’s experiences of stability maintaining show that the
“Inclusion — Moderation” model still has realistic significance in future political reconstruction and so—
cial transition in Yemen.
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Abstract Political Islam is a special phenomenon in Islam world and it plays an important role
in political system. The interaction between political Islam and secular political parties exerts great in—
fluence in shaping interior politics in Middle East countries. Taking Egypt as an example Muslim
Brotherhood ( MB) and other political Islam are very prevalent. Although there exists some cooperation
between MB and Egyptian secular political parties rivalry is still the mainstream relationship of them.
The situations result from three factors below: First it originates from the difference of two thoughts
namely secularism and Islamic Revivalism which have absolute contrary ideas of how to achieve the

development of a state and the gap could barely be removed. Second although MB has the will to ac—
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cept and adapt for the fact that Egypt is dominated by secularism there is always paradox in its state—
ments and actions and secular parties firmly believe MB“s prosperity means their doom in the Egypt
political arena. Third for there is no political party and movement that could come into power by gen—
eral election except the National Democratic Party almost all of political parties have changed their po—
litical tactics and obtained political resources by approaching the regime; it’s a zero-sum game for secu—
lar political parties and MB in the process.
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Abstract The international relations of the hajj are a fascinating interplay of power law and re—
ligion. Debates over hajj policy frame the struggle for power in international Islamic organizations and
affect relations among Arab Asian and African countries in the Islamic world. The hajj is an interna—
tional regime based on customary international law but it is far more. The hajj is the clearest embodi—
ment of a worldwide religion subordinating interests of nation-states to the duty of all Muslims to com—
ply with God’s commands. Based on the hajj supporters of modernist Islam call for a bigger global
community and putting more ethics into politics which are quite similar to those of Western writers
leading the twin revolutions in international relations and international law.
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Abstractlslamic countries are natural allies of China in the Belt and Road Initiative. The under—
standing between the peoples in China and Islamic countries has not only profound historical basis but
also strong realistic motives. The Belt and Road Initiative has created opportunities for the bilateral un—
derstanding while there’s still a big gap between its demands and present situation. It’s an important af—
fair as well as a systematic cultural project to promote the understanding between peoples in China and
Islamic countries and the dialogue between the two civilizations which still call for in-depth research
and efforts on multiple levels.
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Abstract The Revitalization Plan ( the Plan) put forward by Al-Sisi’s government and the Belt
and Road Initiative ( OBOR) have entered the implementation period almost at the same time. The Re—
vitalization Plan of Egypt aims at national revival through boosting economy while OBOR aims to pro-
mote the free flows of economic elements by rules efficient allocation of resources and win-win situa—
tion by market integration. The Plan and the OBOR are highly complementary. Between China and
Egypt factors such as political mutual trust close economy and trade relations similar strategic goals
of development as well as the high degree of economic cooperation have laid a solid foundation for the
strategic docking of two projects. The process of this strategic link will be inevitably handicapped by
other great powers” interference and China and Egypt’s internal drawbacks. Against such background

China and Egypt could choose various gradual approaches to fulfill the validity of this great link step by
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