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The “Cultural Exception” of GCC Countries

WU Yihong & QIAN Xuewen

(Wu Yihong, researchers, Xinhua center For world Affairs Studies; Qian Xuewen,
researcher, the Middle East Studies Institute, SISU Shanghai»

Abstract “Cultural exception" policy formulated by a country is to protect its
culture not to be invaded by others. GCC is one of the most important economies in
the Middle East, and the "Islamic cultural exception" is the principled position
which the GCC countries adhere to in the WTO or FTA negotiations. The FTA
negotiations between the EU and the GCC countries experience more than 20 years
without success, while the ones between the USA and the GCC experience more
than 10 years and get the same result. In the WTO negotiations, the GCC countries
can make some concessions and cooperate actively. The FTA negotiations between
China and GCC have also been carried out for 10 years. At the beginning of this year,
the departments of Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and senior government have
made unremitting diplomatic efforts to promote the resumption of the FTA
negotiations with the GCC. Combined with China's "One Belt and One Road"
strategy, China had better launch a more flexible policy of economic and trade
cooperation to cope with the GCC countries’ "Islamic cultural exception™. The "One
Belt and One Road" strategy has special significance to China’s economic
development in the future.

Key Words “Cultural Exception”; GCC Countries; Islam; FTA Negotiations
between China and GCC
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