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(® Paul Silverstein, States of Fragmentation in North Africa, Middle East Report, Winter 2005
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@ Paul Silverstein, “Realizing Myth: Berbers in France and Algeria”, Middle East Report, July-September
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® Paul Silverstein, “States of Fragmentation in North Africa”, Middle East Report, Winter 2005.
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@ Paul Silverstein, States of Fragmentation in North Africa, Middle East Report, Winter 2005.
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On the Algerian Berber Issue

CIl Zhigang

(Ci zZhigang, Ph.D., Associate Professor,Political Science and History
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Abstract Berber is one of minorities in Algeria, and it has been marginalized as a
result of French colonial rule, nationalism movement and the building of nation-state
based on Arabic-Islamic identity. In the process of Arabization, Berber culture
resurrected and politicalized gradually, this destabilized the country. The factors
influenced on the problems included: the delay of nation-state building, the
frustration of democratization and social-economic modernization, and the
difficulties to realize cultural pluralism. Today, Berber problems are still important
issues in political life, and it will be solved by the way of going smoothly in the
building of nation-state and the realization of modernization in a long prospect.
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