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@  Qscience connect, Characterizing the Copts in Egypt: Demographic, Socioeconomic and Health Indica-
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A Study on Coptic Issue in Egypt from
the Perspective of Clientelism

DUAN Jiuzhou

(Duan Jiuzhou, Ph. D, Candidate of Department of

International Relations, Tsinghua University )

Abstract Political clientelism describes the distribution of selective benefits to in-
dividuals or clearly defined groups in exchange for political support. As the largest
religious minority in Egypt, the Coptic community represents one of the major so-
cial forces whose relationship with the government epitomizes largely the state-soci-
ety relations in Egypt. In Mubarak era, the National Democratic Party government
accepts the autonomous hegemony of the Church over the Coptic community in re-
turn for political support and endorsements, thus establishing stable relationship
with the Coptic community based on mutual benefits. From patron-client perspec-
tive, this paper has elaborated the political interaction mode in Egyptian state-
church-community trilateral relationships.

Key Words Egypt; Clientelism; Coptic
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