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Religion and China’ s Public Diplomacy
in Contemporary Era

TU Yichao

(Tu Yichao Ph.D Associate Professor Center for

American Studies Fudan University)

Abstract Religions have played increasing political role on international regional
and domestic levels with their ideas organizations and activities while the end of
Cold war and the global resurgence of religion have reshaped the world order.

Many countries show growing awareness on religious issues when they make na—
tional strategies and conduct diplomatic activities to secure national interests and
strengthen national soft power. Since religion is closely related to China’ s national
security economic development national image and overseas interests Chinese
government has increasingly focused on religions and related issues as well as reli-
gious organizations and other related NGOs which has led to integration and inno—
vation of public diplomacy in terms of idea institution structure and activities.

The paper explores how China government has integrated religious factors into dip—
lomatic activities since 1949 as well as analyses the role religion plays in China’ s
public diplomacy and traditional diplomacy.
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