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Mechanisms of Power inside the Saudi
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Abstract The role of Saudi royal family itself has been increasing incredibly since
entering oil age. This on the one hand is because that the power balance has leaned
dramatically to the former in Saudi state-society relations and the alliances between
Saudi royal family and other elite groups on the other hand the monopoly of state’
s core power by Saudi royal family and the inner power mechanisms of the royal
family that largely avoids its collective action problems. The stability of future Sau—
di regime depends largely on the balance between Saudi royal family’ s inner alli—
ances power-sharing and checks on one side and the ability of decision-making
and leading on the other while the future struggle within Saudi royal family will
center on autocratic rule by the king and oligarchy by senior princes but the polity
that benefits the stability of Saudi regime most is the polity of family rule with
power modestlyshared among senior princes.
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